
22 C.F.R. § 41.61(b)(1) – Students–academic and nonacademic 

(b) Classification. (1) An alien is classifiable under INA 101(a)(15)(F) (i) or (iii) or INA 

101(a)(15)(M) (i) or (iii) if the consular officer is satisfied that the alien qualifies under one of 

those sections, and: 

(i) The alien has been accepted for attendance for the purpose of pursuing a full course of study, 

or, for students classified under INA 101(a)(15) (F)(iii) and (M)(iii) Border Commuter Students, 

full or part-time course of study, in an academic institution approved by the Secretary of 

Homeland Security for foreign students under INA 101(a)(15)(F)(i) or a nonacademic institution 

approved under 101(a)(15)(M)(i). The alien has presented a SEVIS Form I-20, Form I-20A-B/I-

20ID. Certificate of Eligibility For Nonimmigrant Student Status—For Academic and Language 

Students, or Form I-20M-N/I-20ID, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status—

For Vocational Students, properly completed and signed by the alien and a designated official as 

prescribed in regulations found at 8 CFR 214.2(F) and 214.2(M); 

(ii) The alien possesses sufficient funds to cover expenses while in the United States or can 

satisfy the consular officer that other arrangements have been made to meet those expenses; 

(iii) The alien, unless coming to participate exclusively in an English language training program, 

has sufficient knowledge of the English language to undertake the chosen course of study or 

training. If the alien's knowledge of English is inadequate, the consular officer may nevertheless 

find the alien so classifiable if the accepting institution offers English language training, and has 

accepted the alien expressly for a full course of study (or part-time course of study for Border 

Commuter Students) in a language with which the alien is familiar, or will enroll the alien in a 

combination of courses and English instruction which will constitute a full course of study if 

required; and 

(iv) The alien intends, and will be able, to depart upon termination of student status. 
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